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Bracing for Hurricane Sandy, pet ADVERTISEMENT
owners stock up on animal food,
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By Matt Rocheleau, Town Correspondent
Local pet owners made last-minute trips Monday morning and early afternoon
to stock up on food and kev supplies to care for their beloved animals before it ALLSTON-BRIGHTON REAL_
starts raining cats and dogs. ESTATE
Standing at the checkout counter of the Unleashed by Petco pet supplies store in 6
Allston, 50-vear-old neighborhood resident Arthur Laurie said he was buving 86 160 . Open 0 .
. . . Homes { HRentals | housesthis | New listings
food for his two cats and three dogs “in case evervthing goes to pot.” forsale | avaiable | week  this week

Hurricane Sandy had just started to pick up steam in Boston as whipping winds

brought reports of power outages, downed trees and other damage. ADVERTISEMENT

“We want to make sure we have enough food to ride out the storm,” said
Laurie, who also owns two guinea pigs, which he said have plenty of food
already.
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The scene at pet shops before major storms is similar to the frantic rush for
human food and supplies at grocery stores, said an emplovee at the Allston pet
shop, who has also worked in other pet supply stores but asked not to be
identified because the worker is not authorized to speak to media.

“People are just coming in for the basics. Thev're all here for just a minute
because everyone is panicking,” the emplovee said. “There’s usually people
browsing and shopping for longer-term items. Thev're not getting Halloween
costumes today.”

Pet costumes, displayed front and center at the store’s entrance, had been a hot
item during the past week, until the forecasts worsened and the ominous clouds

rolled in.

“It’s pretty much the same thing as a grocery store before a blizzard when
people buy bread, milk and butter,” the worker said. “People come in here for
the basics.”

The worker said the store’s management was considering closing early due to
the storm, but had not determined whether it would, as of early afternoon on
Monday.

Mark Moosburner, 23, and Marie Wu, 21, stopped in to buy food for a mouse
they said they rescued in Wu's apartment over the weekend.

Her landlord had put a sticky mouse trap underneath their stove. They said
they discovered the mouse on Saturday, freed the rodent using vegetable oil and
named it “Champion.”

She and Moosburner are hoping the newlyv-bought food will help lift the spirits
of their newlyv-found friend.

Champion had cozied up to the couple at first, but ever since the hurricane
rolled in, they said the mouse has been acting afraid.

“He seems scared,” said Wu. “He’s been hiding in his little box.”

The couple said they planned to relocate Champion from her apartment to his
so they could “hunker down during the storm.”
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E-mail Matt Rocheleau at mjrochele@gmail.com.

For the latest Allston-Brighton updates:

Follow @ YourAllstonBri on Twitter, here.

And connect via Facebook by clicking the "Like" button on the top right hand
corner of the Allston-Brighton homepage, here.

1 Previous Mext entry »
entry

Home | Today's Globe | Mews | Business | Sports | Lifestyle | A&E | Thingsto Do | Travel | Cars | Jobs | Real Estate | Local Search

CONTACT BOSTON.CON | Help| Advertise | Work here | Privacy Policy | Your Ad Choices | Terms of Senvice | Mewsletters | Mobile | RSS feeds | Sitemap
CONTACT THE BOSTON GLOBE | Subscribe | Manage your subscription | Adverise | Boston Globe Insiders | The Boston Globe Gallery | @ NY Times Co.



mailto:mjrochele@gmail.com
http://twitter.com/#!/yourallstonbri
http://twitter.com/#!/yourallstonbri
http://www.boston.com/allstonbrighton
javascript:void(0)
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/framingham/2012/10/power_outages_rise_in_framingh.html
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/peabody/2012/10/photos_hurricane_sandy_droppin.html
http://www.boston.com/
http://www.boston.com/news/globe/
http://www.boston.com/news/
http://www.boston.com/business/
http://www.boston.com/sports/
http://www.boston.com/lifestyle/
http://www.boston.com/ae/
http://www.boston.com/thingstodo/
http://www.boston.com/travel/
http://www.boston.com/cars/
http://www.boston.com/jobs/
http://www.boston.com/realestate/
http://www.boston.com/search/
http://www.boston.com/help/bostoncom_info/
http://www.boston.com/help/
http://services.bostonglobe.com/advertiser/online/online.aspx?id=13052
http://jobs.nytco.com/content/the-new-england-media-group/
http://www.boston.com/help/privacy_policy/
http://www.boston.com/help/privacy_policy/#adchoice
http://www.boston.com/help/memberagreement
http://www.boston.com/help/email
http://www.boston.com/tools/mobile/
http://www.boston.com/tools/rss/
http://spiderbites.boston.com/sitemap-service/Home.xml
http://bostonglobe.com/aboutus/contact_us/default.aspx
http://services.bostonglobe.com/order/zip.aspx?rc=WW049774&od=372
http://services.bostonglobe.com/subscribers/custserv.aspx?id=5274
http://services.bostonglobe.com/advertiser/default.aspx
http://bostonglobe.com/insiders
http://www.doriancolor.com/page3.html
http://www.omniture.com/

